
Welcome to…

Be a CancerPro:
Cancer System Essentials 

for Primary Care

Prince George Summit - June 2009



Following this session Following this session 
participants will be able to:participants will be able to:

Discuss the rationale for CancerPro
Explain the relevance of the program
Identify the steps/resources needed to 
develop a CancerPro program
Call us anytime for assistance!!!



BackgroundBackground

PHCTF $500,000 2003-06

Develop a sustainable plan to create  
stronger links between primary care and 
CCMB

Promote the shared care of the patient



The Challenge in Primary CareThe Challenge in Primary Care……

Cancer is a compelling but infrequent 
diagnosis
Human resource capacity limited
Most $$ resources are focused on 
cancer treatment
Little formal education
Needs of patients are 
complex/survivorship



The UPCON Network The UPCON Network 

Dr. J. E. (Liz) Giesbrecht 
Tuxedo Family Medical Centre

Dr. Grant Goldberg 
Mount Carmel Clinic

Dr. Stan Eng 
Woo Medical Centre

Dr. Christine Duprat 
ACCESS River East Dr. Yatish Kotecha

Assiniboine Clinic

Dr. Duane Hartley
Charleswood Medical Clinic

Dr. Ruth Simkin 
Health Action Centre

Dr. Nadine Lecuyer
Family Matters Medical Centre

Dr. Gerald Konrad 
Family Medical Centre

Dr. David Haligowski 
McPhillips Medical Group

Dr. Mark Kristjanson 
Kildonan Medical Centre Dr. Carl Duerksen 

Henderson Medical Centre



Back to the BasicsBack to the Basics

Education Information

Communication



GPO 
CCP

UPCON 
Network

Inclusive Primary Care Outreach 
to All Manitoba Providers



What isWhat is
 

CancerProCancerPro……??
- Full day event for primary 
care providers (FPs, RNs)

- Focus on understanding 
the cancer system, not on 
medical topics

- 3-5 times a year in all    
regions of province

- Highlights local cancer    
services

- MBTelehealth/DVD’s



How we got startedHow we got started……

Needs assessment with FPs

Met and consulted with key players

Determined group size 

Considered environment and technology

Request made to CCMF for pilot $$$



Organizing OurselvesOrganizing Ourselves

Created: 
Draft schedule
Registration form (fax back form)
Data base
Resource binder
Learning objectives

Application for Mainpro-M1 credits



Working with SpeakersWorking with Speakers

Speakers invited and briefed on specifics

20 minute presentations on:
What is your program/service?
Who can access it?
When should it be accessed?
How is it accessed?
What are the benefits of access?



Getting the Word OutGetting the Word Out

Networks - UPCON and CCPN 

Distributed via fax & e-mail

Word of mouth



……and through and through CancerTalkCancerTalk



Format for the DayFormat for the Day

Brief  20 minute presentations
Q&A - 5 minutes
Breaks and Lunch
Displays to visit
Draws for fabulous prizes!
Resources to take home



The Case Study……

supporting the content!!!

Meet the Andersons!



Family Doctors/NPs and 
Cancer Care:

Defining our place

Dr. Jeff Sisler
Director, Primary Care 
Oncology Program
Be a CancerPro



?

Sandi McFall RN  Consult Nurse Clinician

The CCMB Referral Process
 Let’s Start at the Very Beginning!



Finding it EarlyFinding it Early
 Cancer Screening Programs in Cancer Screening Programs in 

ManitobaManitoba

1.Breast   Katie Waters

2.Cervical  Brenna Shearer

3.Colorectal  Ross Stimpson



Systemic TherapySystemic Therapy
 (aka Chemotherapy)(aka Chemotherapy)

 What your patients can expectWhat your patients can expect

Pat Trozzo
Site Manager, Pharmacy, CCMB

&
CCP Staff



Making the DiagnosisMaking the Diagnosis
 Resources to help the FP / NPResources to help the FP / NP

The WRHA Breast Health Centre
Dr. Ethel McIntosh

The Manitoba Prostate Centre
Dr. Anne Katz

Surgical Oncology at CCMB & RHA
Dr. Debrah Wirtzfeld/Dr. Jeff Sisler



Cancer in FamiliesCancer in Families

Genetics Services

Kim Serfas, MSc, CCGC
Genetic Counselor

Hereditary Breast and Ovarian Cancer Clinic

2

BrCa
dx 63

BrCa
dx 55

BrCa
dx 70

50



In the BeginningIn the Beginning……and all and all 
along the wayalong the way

 Information and Support for Patients, Information and Support for Patients, 
Families and Care ProvidersFamilies and Care Providers

Jill Taylor-Brown 
MSW

Director, Patient and Family 
Support Services                          



Radiation TherapyRadiation Therapy
 The Land Down UnderThe Land Down Under

Dr. Andrew Cooke



Caring Beyond CureCaring Beyond Cure
 Palliative Care ServicesPalliative Care Services

Paul Daeninck MD FRCPC
&

Regional Palliative Care Coordinators



CancerPro PIN!
Certificate of attendance
Consider becoming part of UPCON!
Tell your colleagues about CancerPro –
Next sessions…

At the end of the dayAt the end of the day……



Participants EvaluationsParticipants Evaluations
Average speaker rating 4.4  (1-5)
General Comments:
- All sessions were useful
- Handout material very helpful
- Very practical…tight time management

appreciated
- Good overview of CCMB programs
- Definitely worth my while to take a day    

out of clinic attend!



Where have we beenWhere have we been……??

Burntwood RHA & link to Churchill
Brandon & Assiniboine RHA’s in
Parklands RHA
Central RHA
WRHA (4 sessions)



Who attendedWho attended……??
 June 2007 June 2007 --

 
April 2009April 2009

N = 198     - 149 rural & northern 
- 49 Wpg

FP = 84
NP = 22
CCP FP & Staff = 24
Other = 68



What does it cost?What does it cost?

About $2-3K
Lunch, arrival coffee, 2 breaks - $35/pp
Manuals - $15/pp (supplies only)
Travel - up to $500/pp 
Travel for CCMB staff to a RHA – varies
CancerPro pins - $3 each
Mainpro-M1 accreditation - $300/yr



What weWhat we’’ve learnedve learned……
People do NOT know what you think   
they know about your organization or   
how to use it!
Time planning with the regional staff is   
time well spent!
Having technological assistance on   
standby is a necessity…
DVD’s are a good idea!
Have FUN!!!



Call us anytime!Call us anytime!

Pat McCormack-Speak  (204)787-1225
Lynne Savage (204) 787-1229
Jeff Sisler (204) 787-3595

We would be happy to help!!!

Thank-you!
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